
Milford Central School
Reminders from Mrs. Wenck

Friday, January 14, 2022

Dear Parents, Community members, Students and Staff,

It is my hope that this correspondence continues to find you and your family well.  The weather forecast
for this weekend has everyone anxious for the “first major snowstorm of the year.”  I am confident the ski
resorts and skiers are praying for many inches, if not feet of snow, as are our children who love to go
sledding!  I hope you all have fun!

As you may be aware, there have been many updates and changes coming from the NY State Department
of Health, the CDC, Governor Hochul’s office and the many local county Departments of Health,
including the Otsego County Department of Health, relative to COVID procedures.  In fact, starting in
December, and continuing to this very day, school districts across the State have received multiple
updates.  All of this is very confusing and, I am certain, very frustrating for our families.

In an effort to best outline the new State, Otsego County and Milford Central School requirements I have
included a rather lengthy letter with this “Friday Reminder.”  The letter is my best effort to explain to all
the most up-to-date information.  Please take a few moments to read, discuss and if need be, contact me at
school.

As I close this introduction, I do wish you all a pleasant Martin Luther King Jr. weekend. It is supposed to
be cold and snowy, so grab a cup of tea and read all that I have shared.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Romona N. Wenck, Interim Superintendent

Important Information and Reminders
*1    CROP Update: We are pleased to announce that a modified CROP program will begin on January
31, 2022.  The program will be available for students in Grades 1 and 2 only at this time.  Mrs. Dutcher
will be in contact with all families that signed up for the program earlier this year.

*2 News from the School Based Health Center: The SBHC continues to have vaccine and is
vaccinating students, age 5 and above.  Students can be signed up to receive the vaccine on Tuesdays,
from 8:00am – 4:00pm, and on Fridays, from 12:00noon to 4:00pm. Call 286-7909 to sign up for the
vaccine and/or enroll your child.  No child will be able to sign up for the vaccine without written parental
consent.  Consent forms are available in the SBHC.

We now have Booster shots available for students 12 years of age and up.  Sign-up today!!!



*3     Did you know?... High school students or adults interested in traveling to The Galapagos Islands in
the summer of 2023 can contact Kim Owens (kowens@milfordcentral.org) for more information.   This is
an EF group tour coordinated by another district, but we have been invited to participate.  Students must
be entering ninth grade by the time of the trip.  An introductory meeting is planned for December 15th,
and you can also preview the trip details at https://www.eftours.com/tour-website/2503151TV.  

*4 Chromebooks: Starting in January, we are asking that Chromebooks assigned to elementary
students be kept in school.  Most teachers are using the devices in class daily.  By keeping them in school
there is less wear and tear on the machines, and they should always be charged.  Parents should expect
information about the return of the Chromebooks to come home from their children(s) teachers.  Should
we have to go remote, we will come up with a distribution plan.

Important COVID information – Please read

January 14, 2022

Dear Parents, Students, Community Members and Staff,

As you all are well aware, there has been a constant stream of changes in the recommendations and/or
requirements regarding COVID and the impact this disease has on public schools.  As a result of the many
questions posed by schools across the state, the NYS Department of Health reviewed the most recent
updates provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding recommended
vaccination schedules as well as quarantine (for exposed individuals) and isolation (for infected
individuals), and has provided the following clarifications to assist school leadership in continuing to
provide in-person instruction. The following information was provided to schools across the state recently
and will be enforced in our school district. Please note:

1. Masking and Distancing

Both masking and distancing continue to be required in school settings. This means that all individuals
entering a school facility are required to wear an approved CDC mask and do so appropriately, meaning
one’s mouth and nose are to be covered at all times.  Masks are to be tight fitting and double layered.

2.  Symptomatic Students

Students who are displaying COVID like symptoms and who do not have a known exposure to someone
who has tested positive COVID will be sent home. At this time the District is able to provide test kits to
parents of symptomatic children if requested.  Interested parents will need to administer the at-home test.
Our required procedures will be as follows:

*The first test is to be administered a minimum of 24 hours after leaving the school.
*The second test is to be administered a minimum of 24 hours after the first test.
*If both tests come out negative and the child is no longer symptomatic, they may return to school.
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*If the child is still symptomatic, they are to quarantine according to the 5 Day Isolation process
(which is actually 7 full days) before returning to school.  See item #5 below.

3. Quarantine (applies to individuals who are exposed to someone who has tested positive for
COVID-19)

a. In-classroom activities: All fully vaccinated* individuals (students, teachers, and staff), who
have been exposed to an individual who has tested positive for COVID-19 may continue to attend
or work at school, regardless of booster status, but are required to quarantine outside of school.
This “continued attendance” applies only to participation in classroom activities and taking
the bus to and from school.

*Fully vaccinated is defined as two weeks after the receipt of either two doses of the Pfizer or
Moderna vaccine or one dose of Johnson and Johnson vaccine or full course of any other
recognized vaccine. Proof of vaccination must be provided to the school district.  It does not
include proof of a Booster shot.

b. Extracurricular or after school activities: Individuals 12 years and older who are eligible for
a booster but are not boosted, and who have been exposed to an individual who has tested positive
for COVID-19, cannot participate in extracurricular or after school activities and, aside from
school attendance for instruction and bus travel, must adhere to a 5-day quarantine at home. Fully
vaccinated 5-11-year-old children are not eligible for a booster and therefore are not subject to
these restrictions.

c. Non-vaccinated Students, Teachers and Staff: Students, teachers, and staff who are not
vaccinated or have not completed a primary vaccine series who have come into close contact with
someone with COVID-19 are required to quarantine for at least 5 days (day 0 through day 5) after
their last close contact.

4. Isolation: (Applies to individuals who test positive for COVID-19.)

Individuals who test positive for COVID-19 will be required to isolate for a minimum of 5 days
regardless of vaccination status. If symptoms persist, further isolation will be required.  If symptoms do
not persist, they may attend or work at school after completing the 5-day isolation/quarantine process
outlined below

5.  5 Day isolation and/or quarantine works as follows:

Day 0 – First day of exposure to a COVID-19 positive case and/or first day of symptoms
Day 1 through the end of Day 5 are the quarantine and/or isolation days.
On Day 6 (which is actually the 7th day of this process), the individual may return to school
if they are asymptomatic and fever free without taking any fever reducing medication.

Please note:  All student athletes will need approval form their physician to return to
practice and/or games.

6. Reporting COVID cases and/or Close Contacts to the Otsego County DOH:

As COVID cases have continued to increase daily, the county has found that the role contact tracing plays
in reducing the spread of disease has become less useful. As of January 7, 2022 Otsego County began
focusing their efforts only on High Risk Exposures. Schools are now asked to report High Risk exposures
as the following and report these situations only to the DOH:

seat mates on the bus (for over 15 minutes)



eating meals closer than 6ft
close friends and/or unmasked contacts

This means that the District will only forward the names of high-risk exposures to the DOH for contract
tracing.  However, the District will continue notifying parents of other potential exposures that occur
during school activities.

The County has also asked the following:

Positive cases found outside of the school setting: These cases are found most likely due
to at home testing.  If an individual tests positive at home, they are asked to notify their
close contacts.  Positive cases are asked to self-report home test results and print
self-affirmation/attestation forms found on the Otsego County website.  One must obtain
documentation from the Otsego County DOH to return to school or they must
isolate/quarantine as outlined above.

Self-Affirmation/Attestation forms: These forms can be accessed either on the school
website or the Otsego County DOH website.  To return to school after quarantine and/or
isolation, you must provide the School Nurse with a completed and signed copy of the
appropriate document.

Positive cases found within the school setting: The school will identify the High-Risk
Close Contact cases and will notify both parents and the DOH.  All High-Risk Close
Contact exposures will be required to follow the quarantine requirements outlined in this
document. The School Nurse will determine the isolation/quarantine dates using the
timelines provided in this document.

In the end, I cannot emphasize enough, if you are not feeling well and have any COVID like
symptoms, STAY HOME.  If someone in your home tests positive, please keep all other individuals
living in the home at home until they taken an at-home COVID-19 test and have negative results.
By adhering to these protocols you will be helping to keep our school open for in-person instruction.

In closing, I thank you for taking the time to read this entire communication.  I know it is a lot to digest,
however, by following these guidelines we will be successful in our efforts to keep our children, our staff,
and ourselves healthy!

Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Romona N. Wenck
Romona N. Wenck
Interim Superintendent


